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Abstract
Exploring Magical and Occult Symbolism in Pasolini’s Repertoire

Pier Paolo Pasolini’s engagement with the irrational as well as his keen
attention towards ancient civilisation was in alignment with the
contemporary general revival of the occult and Eastern-mysticism taking
place during the Sixties and Seventies. A number of Pasolini’s writings and
films draw the attention of a secular Western audience to the presence of the
“divine” and irrational subconscious, bearing resemblance to both fictional
literature and anthropological studies delving into magic and folklore, such
as the ones carried out by Ernesto De Martino. Furthermore, the dreamlike
atmosphere of Pasolini’s later films is in tune with the mysterious landscapes
as well as pagan rituals typical of the contemporaneous British folk horror
genre. Hence, this article aims at reinterpreting Pasolini’s works in light of
the broader and multifaceted interest in the occult occurring in the mid-20th
century.
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