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Abstract

The artistic identity of Gherardo Gherardi (1891-1949), dramatist, journalist,
theater critic from Bologna, comes to light thanks to several archive documents,
published and not, preserved in the author’s archive in the Rest Home for
Artists and Entertainment Operators “Lyda Borelli” in Bologna. The present
analysis of such documents aims at sketching out the guidelines of Gherardi’s
poetics, offering some landmarks in a quite disparate dramaturgy. In fact the
multiplicity of categories dealt with by Gherardi clearly reflects the intricacies
of the complex historical and social reality between the two World Wars. Un-
derstanding the playwrights’s special inspiration, his realism and imaginative
power are important elements to grasp his peculiar idea of theater.
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